Cell viability assessment using the MTT assay Monolayers of A549 cells were cultured in 96-well plates and incubated with serial concentrations of SSa for 48 h at 37°C in a humidified 5% CO 2 incubator. Supernatants were removed and 20 μl of MTT (5 mg/ml in serum-free DMEM) was added. After 4 h, excess MTT
was removed and formazan crystals solubilized in 150 μl of DMSO. The optical density was measured at 490 nm with a microplate reader (ELX800-UV, Biotex Co., USA). Cell viability was expressed as a percentage of vehicle control and the 50% cytotoxic concentration (CC 50 ) of SSa for A549 cells calculated as the drug concentration required to decrease cell viability by 50%.
In vivo SSa toxicity
To determine in vivo SSa toxicity levels, B6 mice were subcutaneously injected (27G needle) with SSa oil emulsions once a day for 6 consecutive days (with 50, 100 and 200 mg/kg/d of SSa respectively). Body weights were determined prior to the first treatment course and for the next 15 days post-treatment. 
SSa administration kinetics

